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REF: STATE 37838 

1 . ACCORDING TO SYRIAN PRESS FEB 18, PRIMIN AYYUBI 

COMMENTED TO JORDANIAN AL-RA’I THAT "A NEW UNIFYING STEP" WAS NOW 
UNDER DISCUSSION BETWEEN TWO COUNTRIES IN LINE WITH 
INSTITUTIONAL COORDINATION AND INTEGRATION WHICH HAVE 
ALREADY TAKEN PLACE. SEPARATE ARTICLE REPORED SYRO- 
JORDANIAN HIGHER COMMITTEE WOULD COMPLETE ITS ACTIVITIES 
FEB 18 AND NOTED PROGRESS BEING MADE IN AREAS OF 
CURRENCY, BANKING AND JUDICIAL COOPERATION. FEB 17 
PRESS REPORTED DISCUSSION OF COOPERATION IN TOURISM, 
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2. COMMENT: BELIEVE PRES ASAD HAS MANDATE FROM 
BAATH PARTY COMMANDS AND HIS SENIOR MILITARY ADVISORS TO 
ADVANCE COORDINATION AS CLOSELY AND AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE 
WITH IORDAN IN ALL FIELDS INCLUDING MILITARY. VIEWED FROM 
HERE, SETTING OF LIMITS TO RAPPROCHEMENT, IN TERMS OF BOTH 
PACE AND CONTENT, WILL PROBABLY BE DONE BY IORDANIAN SIDE. OUR 
EXPECTATION HAS BEEN THAT SYRO-IORDANIAN COOPERATION IN ANY 
PARTICULAR FIELD WOULD INITIALLY FALL WITHIN RATHER LOOSELY 
DEFINED FRAMEWORK AND THAT MILITARY COORDINATION IN 
PARTICULAR WOULD BE RESTRICTED BY IORDAN'S PERCEIVED 
SELF-INTEREST. 

MURPHY 
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